WIND RIVER BEAR INSTITUTE:

 NEW OWNER ORIENTATION PROGRAM 

New KBD Puppy Owner Bonding, Orientation And Training Program®:

We ask each owner to come and spend 2 nights and 2 days at the Wind River Home Kennel, to bond with their pup and learn what we have done with the pup to date, and to learn how to care for it and train it, before we release the pup.  Each owner comes at a separate time so that we can work with them individually with their pups.  We put owners up at the Institute at no charge for room, to promote maximum bonding time with the pup, and we welcome owners to bring their family members to get acquainted with the pup and to learn with them. 
Orientation at the Institute will include:

1. Meet pup; talk about traits and why it was chosen.

2. Receive New Owner Package; review contents briefly (include review of registration documents, owner(s) can review contents at their leisure later in day after walk).

3. Review Field Commands.

4. Talk about books and tapes available on Positive Training (Dunbar's tape and The Monk's Puppy Book)

5. Talk about Reliable Recall and tape available.

6. Take pup on walks (WRBI and Owner(s))- Go for a minimum of 1 walk each day; learn to work pup and where pup is in it's training; have pup learn to “hear” new owner's voice and transfer trust to new owner, trade spit, pick up and hold. Be sure to use owner's vehicle for walks and put crate with toys and chew in it to get pup used to it. This will be an extensive training and instruction time for new owners to learn how to work with pup, how to apply positive training to build behaviors, confidence, boldness and a partnership.

7. Get pup and owner comfortable with collar and leash and how to use them.

8. Owner(s) spend one-on-one time each day at Base to play, love and bond with pup to create bond and trust before taking home. Play with pup-play time in back yard and house as often as possible. Also sleep-time or quiet time with it- Hold pup while it is sleeping—lay it on its back on your legs and in your arms. Trade spit.

9. Take pup on walks solo (owner bonding and learning about pup…this is the opportunity to troubleshoot BEFORE owner leaves with pup).

10. Put pup in back of truck in crate with puppy’s mother (dam) nearby to simulate airplane rides and to prepare pup for this event.

11. Take other pups on walks for comparison to demonstrate why pup was matched to this owner.

12. Work with adult WRBI KBDs in various stages of training to learn how to give commands, build behaviors to see and understand end-product training goals.

13. Give “Starter Kit” for journey home. Includes bag of puppy food. Review contents.

14. Review New Owner letter and health records; note next shots due.

15. Review contract and invoice for KBD and payment.

16. Make crate and shipping arrangements for pup to go home- airplane or vehicle: plane instructions, labels, big bone and chew sticks for crate, VET CERTIFICATES.

17. Send off with Name Tag on pup and chopped hotdogs and treats and chews and toys for trip; baggie of different treats handy for ride home and a chew in crate and one with driver. Pup can start out in crate or in seat next to driver on a bed with chew.

18. Goodbye: Send off with their “Partner-For -Life” with the WRBI guardian angels KBD “Cassie” and “Rio” our founding KBDs, to watch over the owner & KBD throughout their life journey as friends and “partners” in saving wild bears.









